
January 4, 2022 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were 

present.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was also in attendance.   

Chairman Jacobson turned the meeting over to A/T Hanson to call for nominations for Chairman for 2022.  

Commissioner Redland made a motion to nominate Marvin Gunderson as chairman for 2022.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion, nominations ceased and all voted in favor of Commissioner Gunderson 

serving as Chairman for 2022.  Chairman Jacobson turned the meeting over to Chairman Gunderson.   

Chairman Gunderson then asked for nominations for Vice Chair for 2022.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 

to nominate Commissioner Bommersbach as Vice Chair for 2022.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had an agenda, and if so, were there any additions.  A/T Hanson noted the 

addition of minutes for approval from the meetings of 12/16, 12/21 and 12/29/2021; as well as the addition of the 

date suggested by Assessor Murray for the County Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting on June 13, 2022 at 

6:30 p.m.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner 

Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 16th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special meeting held December 21st as 

submitted.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 29th Year-End meeting.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson then went about setting committee appointments, reviewing who was currently serving on 

the committee and if those commissioners would like to continue serving on the committee.  After reviewing the 

51 committees and appointments, there were no changes from 2021.  Chairman Gunderson noted that an 

additional committee should be added, that being the Sand Hill Watershed One Watershed One Plan Advisory 

Committee that he had been appointed to serve on that committee at the December 3, 2021 board meeting.  He 

also agreed to continue on that committee in 2022.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 2022 

Committee Appointments as discussed.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  A list of 

the Committee Appointments will be available in the A/T Office.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if bids had been received from the local newspapers.  A/T Hanson noted she had a bid 

from the Norman County Index to be named the Official County Newspaper for 2022.  As such, they would publish 

proceedings, bids and all other legal notices as required by law.  They would also print the first publication of the 

2021 County Financial Statement, rates are unchanged from 2021.  Their legal rate is $9.50 per column inch, 

regular display rate is $5.00 per column inch.   A/T Hanson also noted having a bid from the Twin Valley Times 

proposing they would publish the second publication of the 2021 County Financial Statement as well as the 

Delinquent Tax List.  Their legal rate is $6.50 per column inch and display rate is $4.60 per column inch.  After some 

discussion, A/T Hanson noted that this arrangement is what we have been working under for several years and it 

seems to work well.    

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Norman County Index as the Official County 

Newspaper for 2022 and to award the second printing of the 2021 Financial Statement and Delinquent Tax List to 

the Twin Valley Times.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next task at hand was to set the dates for the 2022 County Board Meetings.  The commissioners agreed they 

wanted to generally stay with the first Tuesday following the first Monday of the month and the third Thursday for 

their regularly scheduled meetings.  Jill Murray, County Assessor, suggested setting the County Board of Appeal 



and Equalization meeting on June 13th beginning at 6:30 p.m.  There were a few dates that needed to be changed 

due to AMC District 3 meetings as well as Election Day in November and the AMC Conference in December.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to set the meeting dates as discussed.  Regularly scheduled board meetings will 

begin at 9:00 a.m. unless otherwise noted.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  A 

schedule of the 2022 meeting dates will be posted on the County bulletin board in the courthouse as well as being 

posted on the website.   

The next task was to set the mileage reimbursement rate for 2022.  The 2021 rate was at 56 cents per driven mile.  

At this time the IRS rate for standard mileage rates is 58.5 cents per driven mile.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 

motion to set the mileage reimbursement rate at the Federal rate so that if the IRS changes the rate during the 

year, the county does not need to revisit this, it can just adapt to the new IRS issued rate.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion was then held on the board meeting per diems, that currently are at $60 per meeting.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to set the 2022 meeting per diem at $60 per meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Meal Reimbursements were the next item of discussion with a current rate of $44 per day, with receipts.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to set the maximum meal reimbursement at a rate of $44 per day, with 

receipts.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was gopher and beaver bounty.  Current rates of reimbursement are $1.50 per gopher 

and $50.00 per beaver.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to set the gopher and beaver bounty at the 

current rates of $1.50 per gopher and $50.00 per beaver.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Discussion was then held on board appointed committee per diems which currently are at $60.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to set the board appointed committee per diems at $60.  Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson then asked A/T Hanson for information on the proposed Resolution for Minimum Salary for 

Elected Officials for Term Next Following.  A/T Hanson noted that she had recently become aware of the fact that 

this should have been done at the January board meeting prior to the first date on which applicants may file for 

the offices of County Recorder, County Auditor-Treasurer, County Sheriff and County Attorney the Board of 

Commissioners are to set by resolution the minimum salary to be paid these positions for the term next following.  

Since Norman County has now made the Recorder and the Auditor-Treasurer appointed positions, this no longer 

has to be done for those positions but should be done for the Sheriff and Attorney positions.  A/T Hanson noted 

that she had used a 90% rate of the current salary for those positions as a starting minimum, but the board could 

change that if they chose to.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 01-04-2022-1 A Resolution for 

Minimum Salary for Elected Officials for Term Next Following.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 

on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

Chairman Gunderson called for a short break to reconvene at 9:50 a.m. 

At 9:50 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, gave her latest update on the COVID situation, informing the board that 

Norman County would be receiving 315 Rapid Antigen tests through a MN Dept of Health program to distribute to 

county residents free of charge so if a resident has symptoms and cannot find a testing site, they may do a COVID 

test at home.  The county should be receiving these some time this week.   

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Gunderson opened the Public Hearing with regard to the Capital Improvement Plan & 

Intention to Issue Capital Improvement Bonds.  Shelly Eldridge, Municipal Advisor, Ehlers Public Finance Advisors, 

was in attendance for the hearing and addressed the board with regard to the Capital Improvement Plan in 

connection with the proposed construction of the County Highway Building for Norman County.  Ms. Eldridge 

fielded questions from commissioners on the process time line and also on obligation to the project should bids 

come in extremely high, or interest rates become unfavorable, etc.  Ms. Eldridge also explained some of the 

processes that would take place between Ehlers and both David Stene, CFO and A/T Hanson in the coming weeks.  



After there were no further questions from the board, and seeing that there were no other members with 

questions, Chairman Gunderson closed the public hearing at 10:42 a.m.   

At that time, Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 01-04-2022-2 A Resolution Giving Preliminary 

Approval for the Issuance of General Obligation Capital Improvement Plan Bonds in an Amount Not to Exceed 

$9,545,000 and Adopting the Capital Improvement Plan Therefor.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion 

and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

At 10:48 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board stated that he had met recently with Mahnomen 

County and also talked with the district judges regarding the proposed possible agreement to help Mahnomen 

County with their backlog of cases due in part to COVID and to resignations, etc.  James stated he hoped to have 

an agreement put together this week and would hope to have more at the next meeting.  He stated they are 

looking at a 6-month agreement at this time, noting that he would not be traveling to Mahnomen for court as 

court at this time will still be conducted only by ZOOM and he doesn’t see that changing soon as there aren’t 

enough prosecutors to conduct in person hearings.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if commissioners had been able to review the bills that had been submitted 

electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as submitted.   

Revenue - $ 43,645.74  Road & Bridge - $ 74,332.26  Building - $ 2,666.28 

Human Services - $7,785.00 Solid Waste - $ 200.00   TOTAL - $ 128,629.28 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 10:53 a.m.   

 

   

_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


